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Reading Questions
Reading 3 Question 2: Honoring diversity is important. Pick two examples of inappropriate situations that don’t seem inappropriate to you. Give your perspective on those situations and explain how a family might feel if their practice was labeled inappropriate by the staff or provider.
	The first example of an inappropriate situation that seems not to be inappropriate to me is; Eight-month-old kasha, who has crawled under a rocking chair, begins to cry. Her caregiver, noting her distress, bends down and lifts her up, saying, “You’re all right. You’re all right”. The second example of an inappropriate situation that seems not inappropriate to me is; Mary notices a smelly diaper. She asks her companion caregiver, “Did you change Chelsea before putting her down?” when her coworker responds no, Mary goes to the crib, picks up Chelsea and wordlessly proceeds to change her diaper. “Who else in the room needs to be changed?” she asks as she lays Chelsea down and walks away. The situation according to my perspective is supposed to be labeled appropriately since the caregiver did the right thing with an aim to offer maximum comfort to the child. The family may feel demoralized if their practice was labeled inappropriate by the staff or provider. For that reason, before labeling any family practice inappropriate thorough investigation should be undertaken.
Reading 4: Question 2: Why do you think adults tend to buy glitter toys that make noises and surprise infants? Do you agree with Anna that simple toys are better?
	Adults tend to buy glittery toys that make noises and surprise infants because they are aesthetically pleased. This comes from the fact that the parents have already lost the ability to play and imagine. In addition, parents opt to buy such toys since they fail to remember that the child can turn the simplest box into a world of wonder from their imagination. I agree with Anna that simple toys are better. By giving the child a chance to use their imagination will help them learn better since what they imagine is something they are interested in. Offering a child with a toy that stimulates their ears and eyes offers them with fewer choices to use their imagination to come up with fun on their own.
What do you know about cultural differences in caregiving routines? How does what you know differ from what's shown in this chapter? What would you do if you were told to "follow the book" and didn't believe in it? What would you do if a parent's beliefs about carrying out a particular routine differed from yours?
Cultural differences in caregiving routines demand more attention than how people perceive. Today most of the caregivers have less training on the same and this makes them give inadequate care to the toddlers. From my past experience, I have verified that most of the caregivers lack sufficient knowledge in addressing the issue of culture, language and race. Today caregivers training lacks the required measures to establish the connection between diversity and quality care. Looking also at the today's childbearing care, what is considered as quality care lacks a thorough analysis of the implications of linguistic, cultural and racial diversity in child care and child development. This makes even the teachers at school not to be able to differentiate and appreciate some of the cultural differences in the caregiving routines.
What I know is that children are not given the freedom to make their own choices. This comes from the fact that the child may hold something that is will expose them to danger. For example, in the house, a caregiver may have a number of toys, but the caregiver is the one who will choose which toy the child will play with. In addition, the caregiver puts the toy in the child's hand which differs from what is stated in the chapter as the child is left to make choices on which toy to use.
Secondly, giving the child sufficient space to move around is another thing that is not used to. During all my encounters with the caregivers, I have noticed that they usually restrict the movement of the child since the child may land in a dangerous situation. However, in the chapter, it is clearly stated that the children are given sufficient space to move around and the caregiver can look whether the child is asleep or not from a distance.
Fencing the playing field of the child is another thing that tends to differ from what I know. Fencing the child’s playing area can be somehow dangerous since the child may be exposed to unexpected real accidents which may, in turn, hurt the child desire for autonomous activity. However, in the chapter, the playing area of the child is fenced to keep danger out. What the chapter elaborates about this is that the moment the child encounters a problem with an object in the fenced area they will tend to be more careful in future.
If I was told to “follow the book” and didn’t believe in it, what I would do is to choose the most important and sensible aspects of the book. Choosing the most sensible aspects of the book would only be possible after thoroughly analyzing every detail of the book to get the importance of every aspect of my life. After analyzing every aspect of the book, I would complement the aspects with what I already believe into better my information about caregiving.
If in any case, a parent’s beliefs about carrying a particular routine differ from mine, I would first attempt to live as per belief and investigate the consequences of the same. If I discover that the parent's beliefs are of benefit to me, then I would adopt and live withby the beliefs right away. However, if for any case I realize that the beliefs are worthless, then I would have no any other choice rather than to do away with the beliefs and continue to live in line with what I believe in.
